
 
AGENDA       June 18th, 2007
Where: Steveston Community Centre in the Gillnetter room @ 6pm.
 
UPDATES
MERCHANT’S MEETING MINUTES    -     MONDAY, June 4th.   6.00 PM
 
Vicki - to update 'Music in the Village' money collection.
 
Denise - to update Merchants in Steveston on July 1st road closures and creating your own enter-
tainment. 
- update on Farmer's Market

ATTENDANCE: Barb - Treasures Boutique , Denise – Alegria, Vikki – Jetlag Fashion, Margret – 
Clothes Encounter

CALENDAR OF EVENTS ORGANIZED BY STEVESTON MERCHANTS

FARMER’S MARKET

July 1st trade show 8 to 10 booths dedicated to Farmers Market. Looking for volun-
teers to help organize and create committee. The hope is to do the ground work 
this year, and get a Market organized for 2008.

SALMON FESTIVAL -  road closures
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BC 2008 Rivermania

Project Summary
Using a community celebration and reconciliation focus,  BC 2008 Rivermania is designed to 
spotlight the Fraser River as the cradle of British Columbia and the Peoples along the river as 
the creators of the history and culture of British Columbia. BC 2008 Rivermania is a symbolic 
trip down the river, which will initiate local celebrations created by a local community volunteer 
group under the leadership of their local Spirit of BC Committee.  The project will span the 
river from Prince George to Steveston to create a “snowball effect” of local festivals and cele-
brations. The composition of the fleet will change at community stops along the way. River 
communities will host major local celebrations and festivals spotlighting their unique character.  
At Mission where the river is calmer, the fleet will form a water parade consisting of wide vari-
ety of boats with canoes and other non-powered boats leading the procession followed by 
power rafts, fishing boats, tugboats and vintage vessels.  Banners with the Fraser River logo 
will be carried down the river and officially presented to river communities along the route.  
Small souvenir flags will be distributed at local celebrations to add to the festive atmosphere.  
Community Celebrations will include both Aboriginal and non-native community members who 
will work together to honour the heritage of Fraser River and the culture of its Peoples. This 
journey will start in Prince George on August 24, 2008 and end in Steveston on September 
28,2004.  Using the infrastructure created in 2008, BC 2008 Rivermania legacy events will be 
repeated in 2010 and subsequent alternating years. A digital communication system, Connect, 
will be set up on-line so that community workers and volunteers can provide their suggestions 
and feedback. Latest project information and project plans will be posted on the Connect site. 
A marketing campaign will take this project to markets throughout Canada, USA and Europe. 

Reflections
Let’s look at legacies

• Cultural exhibits such as an exhibition of Nlakapamux basketry will travel to be dis-
played in communities along the way. This exhibit will form a permanent collection.

• Just imagine… long ago in Lillooet, native women sitting by the river weaving baskets 
for the community while their men worked on canoes to be used for fishing and travel. 
Looking up from the riverbanks one can see salmon drying sheds where the community 
work together to prepare food for the winter. Isn’t this a wonderful legacy to share with 
future generations? 

• (Pending funding application approval) A traveling stage production will re-enact the 
history of the river and its Peoples through song, dance and story. The well-established 
group, Tillers Folly, has expressed interest in leading this program. History will come 
alive with their songs and stories!  

• For BC Rivers Day Weekend the communities of Steveston, Delta and Tsawwassen First 
Nation are planning a cooperative event, which can become a legacy for 2010.

Tourism and BC 2008 Rivermania
BC 2008 Rivermania is designed as the first step in recognizing the potential for tourism pro-
vided by the river and its peoples As a result of this project there will be an increase in the 
number of tourists who visit the Fraser River and surrounding area; an increase in the length 
of stay by visiting tourists in the area, an increase in and expansion of market-ready tourism 
product and an increase in the number of tourists who experience the wide range of available 
local activities. Tourism will drive economic development along the river. Vancouver Coast and 
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Mountains Region, Cariboo Chilcotin Coast Tourism Association and Northern BC Tourism Asso-
ciation plan to market this project throughout North America and Europe.

Outcomes
• A developed and coordinated structure for local expression and celebration
• A way to highlight the unique character of communities along the Fraser River
• An event marketed throughout North America and Europe
• An increase in community pride and knowledge of local history and culture.
•  Legacy programs
• A multi-generational working group of volunteers in preparation for 2010
• An opportunity to showcase the culture and history of British Columbia which is dy-

namic and growing
• Reconciliation festivals and events 
• An increase in tourism dollars spent and length of stay along the Fraser River 
• An increase in market ready product

BC 2008 Rivermania and the Vision for BC 2008: A shared Vision
BC 2008 Rivermania shares a vision with BC 2008. Legacy events and exhibits will be created. 
Working together, river communities will celebrate the river and its peoples and spotlight the 
local history, culture and cooperative environment found along the Fraser River. All ages and 
ethnic groups will work together to show off their community while throwing the best party in 
BC! At a recent meeting with Aboriginal Community representatives, one representative closed 
her eyes and was silent for a few minutes. Opening her eyes and smiling broadly she said,” I 
was just visualizing the River Mania fleet with canoes, fishing boats, rafts, paddle wheelers etc 
coming down the river. “It was so exciting! I can’t wait to 2008.”

Minutes taken & typed by Denise
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